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Welcome, 2009!

So, residents, how many resolutions have you made, bartered with,
broke and then resolved to make again next year? The best way to
keep a resolution, I've read, is to keep them realistic. Know your
own personal goals, abilities and limits. Begin with baby steps that
increase to longer strides along the way. For those prone to tripping
up, you are certainly not alone.

| have three broken resolutions under my belt so far, but the
resolution | know | won’t ignore is to continue recycling, planting
flowers and veg in the garden, cleaning up rubbish in and around
our neighbourhood and utilizing the many cloth bags collected for
grocery trips. I’'m certainly no poster child for all things organic and
environmental. | try to do what | can, when | can.

Recently, | bought aesthetically pleasing and inexpensive recycling
bins for our kitchen - to encourage daily recycling. Amazingly, it
worked! Recycling has now become less of a chore simply by
having a practical place to contain it. Recycling bin ideas can be
found at the GOW website: www.gowcommnity.org.uk. Now, if |
could just find my old roller skates to help in hauling all the festive
bottles away!

GOW garden clean up days are fantastic for satisfying the green
thumb and giving back to the community. Ticking two boxes at
once, plus you’re able to meet other residents, and we do have
some pretty fabulous residents: the young, the getting ‘less young’
and those with ‘an abundance of wisdom’. All brought together for
a common goal.

& ot | Whatever YOUR resolutions may be, as part of GOW, you are

-T’ \ invited to tick off a box or two with us out in the backcourt, or

: at the monthly meetings at Offshore. Roll your sleeves up and
get involved.

Are there any eco-warriors among us? Do you possess the green
initiative we need to help bring in the spring? Give us a shout...

-Anna Sutherland, Editor

GOW UPCOMING EVENTS

GARDEN CLEAN UP: SUNDAY, 1 FEBRUARY & 1MARCH

GOW OPEN MEETINGS AT OFFSHORE CAFE:
MONDAY, 2 FEBRUARY & 2 MARCH 6.30PM
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GOW celebrates and creates

In early December, GOW held a
festive end-of-year garden clean
up party. With balloons, delicious
mince pies and homemade,
warm mulled wine, residents
hauled, disposed, weeded and
swept merrily to holiday tunes in
the backcourt.

Being the crafty folk that GOW
members are, they seized the
opportunity to sculpt, engrave
and paint small slate herb signs
that will hopefully sprout up from
the soil this coming spring
season. Dill, Rosemary Basil and
Thyme anyone?

A heartfelt ‘THANK YOU’ from
GOW to all who could make it
out on such a windy winter’s day.
GOW would be delighted to
welcome more of you to come
along and join the clean ups and
garden events.

transformation on Gibson Street?

Safety Services.

fly posters.

A little goes a long way.

Has anyone noticed the shop front

The previous eyesore next to Left Bank
has seen a new day, thanks to GOW,
with help from Glasgow Community &

A ‘Clean Glasgow’ poster has replaced
the mish mash of shredded and ripped

Bolshie doesn’t like to boast, but it has a HUGE winter sale on. Many
items are being offered for your retail pleasure at over 50% off.
Another incentive to visit? Take in this token to enjoy a free hot beverage

and browse their unique goods.

fshie o
Bolshie
Purveyors of organic,

! N- fairly traded and

sustainable fashion,
n accessories and
footwear for men

Sip ‘n’Browse

(1)

TOKEN

N
. h\ | - Redeem the token for 1 cup

L Of tea or coffee. (Or alternative)

0141 589 6609

gowcommunity@amail.com

Useful
Numbers

Local Police
0141 532 3500

Glasgow City Council
0141 287 2000

GOW Contacts:

Eric Kay, Co-Chair and
Contributor
0141 339 6609
3 Westbank Quadrant
eric.kay@btinternet.com

Sandra Graham
Co-Chair and Contributor
0141 337 1875
5 Westbank Quadrant

Morna Murdoch
Web & Development
gowcommunity@gmail.com

Anna Sutherland
Editor
gowcommunity@gmail.com
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"™ LOCAL EVENTS and NEWS

Bolshie Sale! Take in the newsletter coupon for free
tea/coffee while you browse.

Offshore: OMG! Evening - Bring along your teen angst filled
diary to read aloud. Share laughs and maybe even a wee
greet or two. Visit OMG on facebook.

A

YOUR EVENT CAN BE LISTED HERE! WE WANT TO
KNOW...AND GO!

o - ]

PLEASE CONTACT US: gowcommunity@gmail.com

VISIT THE GOW WEBSITE FOR FURTHER
EVENT INFORMATION

Student block nears completion

Good news residents. GOW has been

informed by the resident management CONlFER ON THE CORNER

company, Unite, that construction is due to
be completed by the end of February 2009.

Our newly added planter
outside 97 Otago St seems
to be missing a lovely green
conifer and a few colourful
flowers, all of which were

z { lovingly supplied and planted
Building work will begin on the new Hillhead B Sei e~ 3 by GOW residents and their

That's literally just around the corner!

Hillhead Primary Update

Primary School in June 2009, planned for ; \ parents, to help brighten up
completion by December 2010. _ the corner of Otago Street.

Otago Street Planter
GOW will keep you informed on any J

information received regarding the pending
construction.

Rapid Fire

Scaffolding is set to go up soon at No 1 Westbank as roof and
rot-work begins, thanks to assistance from a City Council grant.
The work should be completed at the end of February.

In mid-December, at 06:30, Blair, from Louis’ Bistro has closed its doors, _
No7 Westbank, noticed smoke coming b while Amici’s Italian Restaurant has Closures
from the brick bin houses beside No5. | closed ‘until further notice’. The
There, he discovered a fire amongst |- credit crunch has had its effect on
several burning traffic cones. He | our  Gibson Street  traders,
managed to put out the flames, unfortunately. It's important during
utilising a few empty bins, full of water these times to support local
and a discarded paint tub. businesses when possible.
The police were contacted, but as no Enjoy meals made with locally
one was seen actually lighting the fire, sourced produce at Stravaigin and
they decided not to respond to the call. the left bank. Crave some curry,
pizza, burgers or kebabs? The Koh-

Well done, Blair, for being aware and I-Noor is open late!
taking action!
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WHO’S WHO, FOR YOU...

He believed that the alternative might
have been a private development.

action.

Hanzala Malik is the most experienced of our four Hillhead
Councillors having represented Woodlands prior to the
introduction of the present multi-member ward system. He has
therefore developed a span of influential contact plus a keen
understanding of Council structures and how to take effective

His visit to GOW in January to learn more about the project was his

first. GOW's contact with him is characterised by quick response to a
problem and he is a great believer in taking immediate action where

possible.

As a past chair of Development and Regeneration Services (DRS), Clir
Malik advocated that the site at the end of Otago St, which the Parks
Depot currently occupies, be used for the new Hillhead Primary School.

Glasgow Heritage Trust and as an
elected member Clir Hanzala Malik

Gibson
reducing

Street and also

pavement

He thinks our children and elderly
citizens should have the top priority
for services.

In his current position as Executive
Member, International Links, Chair of
West Glasgow Community health

will encourage co-operation between
the University of Glasgow, the City
Council and local residents when it
comes to the preparation and
establishment of the new school. He
supports the case for upgrading the

obstructions e.g. by having
fewer traffic  information
signs on poles blocking the
way.

and Care Partnership,

Happy Birthday
Robbie Burns...

| was taken down by
Edna, my home help, last
week to see the light show
on the City Chamber in
George Square. Such a
waste of energy. No, not
her pushing me from the
West End, but all that
electricity. It could light up
my flat for a year,
however, it was real
lovely. But when you look
at the building it makes
me think what a great old
folks home it would make,
so central, and the stair
lifts would be like going on

chair of

the big dipper, and if any
of us had a wee accident
it would be no problem
mopping up with all that
marble.

250 years old. No, that's
not me, it's Robbie Burns,
but sometimes | feel like
it. Having said that there
is now a programme on
T.V on a Saturday night
and my goodness that
Andrew Lord Webber
does look like someone
preserved in pickles.
Perhaps that new
American President
Obama, bless him, would
like to come to the next
GOW Gala Day, although

present tired and worn fabric of

things there seem to have
been very quiet lately,
January is always a lonely
time for me.

You can probably tell 'm a
bit down just now, perhaps
it's just that | miss the young
builders that used to work in
the back court or that | feel a
wee bit flat now all the
holidays are over.

Edna says there have been

Cllr. Malik : 0141 287 7041

a few Christmas trees flung
out at the bins. She snagged
her tights on one when taking
down the rubbish the other
day. That did cheer me up.
Not everyone knew they
should go round to the Parks
Depot for chopping up, alas,
and next year they will be
gone for the new school.

So all of you look after
yourselves, keep on the
recycling, get out and let me
see you moving in the
backcourt and hopefully | will
get out to visit you all in the
Spring.
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